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Indians, Pakistanis view each
other as greatest threat: Survey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, AUG 14:
A large section of Indians
and Pakistanis view each
other as their greatest
threat, reflecting the deep-
entrenched distrust
between the two
neighbours, a new survey
has found. According to
American think tank Pew
Research, 54 per cent of
surveyed adults in India
described Pakistan as their
greatest geopolitical threat,
followed by China at 21 per
cent. Similarly, 43 per cent
of  Pakistanis saw India as
their greatest threat while
24 per cent each held the
same views about Israel
and China. Pakistanis
clearly point to China (75
per cent) as their most
important ally and, to a
lesser degree, to Saudi

Arabia (12 per cent). About
a third of Indians say
Russia is their top ally (36
per cent), while 16 per cent
name the US. Roughly a
third of Indians did not
answer the question.

Despite the
camaraderie between US
President Donald Trump
and Pakistan's army chief
Asim Munir, only 15 per
cent of Pakistanis hold a
favourable opinion about
the US. An overwhelming
90 per cent had a
favourable view about
China. Pew Research found
that only 12 per cent of
Pakistanis had confidence
in Trump to do the right
thing in world affairs,
while  83 per cent held
similar views about China's
President Xi Jinping.
Indians held much more
positive views of Russia (58

per cent favourable) and
President Vladimir Putin
(51 per cent confidence)
than Pakistanis do -- 39 per
cent and 32 per cent
respectively. Just 23 per
cent of Indians view China
positively, while 25 per cent
trust Xi Jinping's global
leadership. Forty-five per
cent of surveyed Indians
viewed the US favourably,
while 39 per cent expressed
more confidence in Trump.

The survey among
adults in four South Asian
nations - India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
threw up varying results.
An overwhelming majority
of Sri Lankans (79 per cent)
express a positive view of
India, compared with 42
per cent of Bangladeshis
and 7 per cent of
Pakistanis. Sixty-three per
cent of Sri Lankans name

India as their most
important ally, while
Bangladeshis and
Pakistanis most often name
India as their greatest
threat. In the US, 45 per
cent of Americans view
India favourably, while 50
per cent view it
unfavourably.

As many as 50 per cent
of Democrats and
D e m o c r a t i c - l e a n i n g
independents have a
favourable view of  India,
compared with 42 per cent
of Republicans and
Republican leaners. Over
54 per cent of Americans
surveyed say that India's
global influence in recent
years has stayed about the
same, while 30 per cent say
it is getting stronger.
Another 13 per cent say
India's influence has been
getting weaker.

Afghanistan marks 5 years under Taliban:
safer streets but pleas for jobs, education

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KABUL, AUG 14: As Afghanistan's
Taliban rulers mark five years since
sweeping back to power, some Kabul
residents said they feel safer after
decades of  conflict and upheaval but
stressed the leaders should now focus
on creating jobs and expanding
access to schools in the country
where girls above the age of 12 are
banned from education. "Thank God,
the past five years have passed in
safety," said Mohammad Qasim, 30,
reflecting on the anniversary that
comes against a backdrop of
economic hardship in a conflict-
stricken country.  Our wish and hope
from the government is to create job
opportunities for the youth. "We,
along with the entire nation, call
upon the government to create
employment opportunities for the
youth and to encourage them to
pursue education," he added.

The Taliban regained control of
Afghanistan on Aug. 15, 2021, after it
launched an offensive as the US and
other NATO troops withdrew from
the country after two decades of  war.
The withdrawal led to chaotic scenes
at and around Kabul's airport with
thousands wanting to leave. The
group initially pledged to protect
women's rights but soon banned girls
and women from attending
secondary school and higher
education, citing its interpretations
of  Islamic laws. It later also imposed
restrictions on women's employment
and travelling without a male
guardian. While the UN has
acknowledged that the country has
become more stable since the
takeover, it has warned that lasting
stability cannot be possible unless
the Taliban rulers -- who remain
isolated internationally -- lift
restrictions on women and girls,
protect basic rights and address
terrorism concerns. A reduction in
conflict has brought tangible benefits

for many Afghans and created
opportunities to focus on recovery,
development and regional
economic cooperation,  the United
Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan, or UNAMA, said in a
statement ahead of  the anniversary.
It added, however, that the
restrictions on women and girls
impede Afghanistan's recovery and
its reintegration with the
international community.

In a statement this week, the
UN's agency on women's rights said
Afghan women and girls are living
under the world's most severe
restrictions, which not only violate
their rights but also threaten the
country's social and economic
future. Half a decade after the
Taliban takeover in August 2021,
Afghanistan has systematically
dismantled the rights of half its
population, making it a global
outlier with no parallel in the
modern world, UN Women said. In
the past year alone, this exclusion
of women and girls from education,
employment, public life, justice
systems and healthcare has only
intensified, entrenching what
remains the world's most severe
women's rights crisis,  it said.

Fazila Soroush, a 39-year-old
Kabul-based entrepreneur and an
advocate for women's rights, said
the government had  demonstrated
its worth to the people through its
actions in every area. "We consider
it essential that the officials of the
Islamic Emirate who had
announced the closure of schools
and universities until further
notice, now make a clear and
practical decision regarding this
matter," she said. In the streets of
Kabul, preparations for the
anniversary celebrations were
underway. Vendors sold the
Taliban's white with black scripted
flags while painters were busy
writing slogans in praise of Islamic

laws on walls, including:  The Islamic
system has been achieved at the cost
of the martyrs' blood  and  Our
commitment stands firm:
Consolidation and implementation of
Islamic Sharia.

Molvi Hayatullah Mahajar Farahi,
deputy minister in the Taliban
government for broadcasting at the
Ministry of Information and Culture,
said in the five years the
administration has delivered security,
stabilised the currency, improved
infrastructure and formed industrial
parks that have created jobs.
Naturally, challenges and difficulties
exist, yet we can highlight several
accomplishments,  Farahi told The
Associated Press. Farahi, when asked,
did not address the issue of the
education of girls and women but said
the level of  investment made in
universities surpasses anything seen
in the past. The Emirate continues its
efforts to further organise and
improve services for our citizens in
the fields of education and other
sectors, he stated. The deputy
minister rejected a UN report that
documented terrorist networks in
Afghanistan, saying  these are merely
enemy propaganda, spread to portray
the country as unstable.

Asked to comment about its
international isolation, Farahi
insisted the Taliban government was
engaged with some 40 countries. The
Taliban government currently is only
formally recognised by Russia. The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has
fulfilled all the requirements
necessary for official recognition. It is
now up to the international
community and others to step forward
and take the appropriate action,  he
said.

The bans have left an estimated 2.4
million girls excluded from secondary
education, UNESCO, the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation, said this week -- a
200,000 increase from last year.

e-Tender
Notice On behalf of Principal Secretary GTA, The Executive
Engineere / PHED/ DD-II/ KPG/GTA/ invites e-Tender vide eNIT
No. -EE/PHED/DD-II/eNIT-01/KPG/GTA/2026-27, from the eligible
bonafide contractors to participate in the bid.
The details can be had from the office of the undersigned during
the working hours or go to the website www.tenders.wb.gov.in
Date Of Publishing of tender on website 15/08/2026.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Public Health Engineering Division
 Kalimpong/G.T.A

Tender for O/o DI&CO,Alipurduar
Bid submission start(Online)-14.08.2026,10.00AM

Bid submission closing date(Online)-22.08.2026,4.00PM
        Website:wbtenders.gov.in

Sl Tender Id Work Memo no.

1 2026_ICAD_1037921_1 Publicity through
permanent hoarding

2 2026_ICAD_1037921_2 Publicity through
temporary hoarding

3 2026_ICAD_1037921_3 Publicity through
TOTO miking

464/DICO/
APD

dated-
13.08.2026

Notice Inviting e-Tender by the
E.E./NBDD Vide NIe-T No. 25
(Sl. No. 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06,
07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15 & 16) of 2026-27.
Details of works be seen in
the above mentioned NIe-T in
the website:-
www.wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

North Bengal
Development Department

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

N.B.D.D
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Memo.No. 963(3) /
ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.

Date 13.8.2026

E-Tender Notice
Notice No. 890/AZRMC,

Dated: 14.08.2026
e-NIT is being invited by
the Secretary, Alipurduar
Zilla RMC. For details
please Visit http://
wbtenders.gov.in or
District Portal.
Tender Ref. e-NIT No:
AZRMC/SEC/06/2026-
27, Dated: 14.08.2026
Vide Tender ID No.
2026_WBSMB_1038116_1

Sd/-
Secretary, AZRMC

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

All other details are available in https://wbtenders.gov.in as

well as in this office Notice Board

Sd/-

Executive Officer

Kaliyaganj Municipality

Sl. No. Tender ID Submission Closing
Date & Time

2026_MAD_1038078_1 to 151. 31.08.2026 at 17:00 Hrs.

The following E-Tender is invited by the Executive Officer

Kaliyaganj Municipality, Kaliyaganj Uttar Dinajpur.

Memo No. 945/PW-8/KM/26                                               Date: 14.08.2026


